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DIAL PRESS AWARD 1942 


Schmitt, Gladys. The Gates Aulis. The Dial Press, April 27, 
652p. $2.75 


Marcel Proust and Thomas Mann and James Joyce have all written long 
and involved novels filled with introspective and somewhat emotional 
thought sequences seemingly gathered from the blind alleys the 


psyche and usually permeated with sense futility and lack 
human dignity which makes them extremely depressing reading. Gladys 
Schmitt's The Gates Aulis belongs the same category being em- 
with almost much Proust and Joyce. 
Essentially her story concerned with the problems adjustment 
two personalities the world which they find themselves. The fi- 
nal adjustments both cases are almost normal but the factors in- 
volved and the incidents leading those adjustments are strongly 
indicative psychopathic rather than normal personalities. The main 
characters are Carl and Ellie Hasselman, children average Amer- 
ican family German extraction. Although not definitely indicated 
the scene the story probably Pittsburgh and the time just before 
the present World War. 


graduate student the Sociology Department the University 
Carl Hasselman had been failure. His thesis dealing with local in- 
dustrial practices, his Marxist leanings and his general philosophy 

life had ali combined alienate the patronage the Head the 
Department that Carl had been forced take teaching position 

less decadent small town. During the year his exile 
Connelston there had occurred festering ideas and emotions which 
the fruition decidedly abnormal personality. That 
personality was expressed the desire dedicate his life the 
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liberation mankind from oppression and tyranny without regard for 
the rights all concerned. The only solution he, sees rule 
the proletariat under the benevolent influence modern education 
put not understand the significance such course which 
has dedicated his life spirit emotional escapism rather 
than logical reasoning. dealing with mankind masse denies 
entirely the validity any relationships and spirit 

false abnegation attempts stifle his love for Libby Beggs, the 
rather inarticulate but womanly daughter local industrialist. 

Carl finds his leader Dr. Stephen Maurer, University sociologist, 

who advocating new revolution based the replacement Chris- 
tianity and individuality atheistic, self-sufficient superorgan- 
ism, the human race whole. The passages explaining Maurer's con- 
cept the social order are mixture partially religious mysti- 

cism and dialectic materialism skillfully lulling Carl into the mis- 


taken idea that has found true whereas reality Maurer 
merely rather crass though diabolical proponent Fascism 


Carl's sister, Ellie Hasselman portrays almost exactly opposite 
She feels that only personal relationships with that segment 
humanity within which individual lives most intimately are worth- 
She cannot see humanity whole and constant conflict 
with her brother because his refusal recognize the necessity 
close personal relationships. Ellie profoundly conscious the 


misfortunes and unhappiness her ancestors, who seem have led ex- 
tremely irregular and pathological lives, and that consciousness has 
bred her deep pity for the misfortunes others, pity which 
leads love individual the utter exclusion normal in- 
terest all others. This pity she already expressed her il- 
licit love affair with Peter Jennings, tubercular young student who 
has died before the beginning the story. artist and 
Peter's death has affected her painting causing her produce can- 
vases tinged with sort otherworldly unreslity expressed shad- 
owy and misty blues and grays. Her whole life tinged with the 
unreality since she one upon whom her pity and love can 
lavished. 


the story opens Carl returning from Connelston accept 
assistantship under Dr. Maurer who just term the 
University. Carl cannot why Maurer has selected him but, 
having been fascinated Maurer's book, gladly accepts the offer. His 
life Connelston had been that hermit, with occasional recourse 
prostitutes, but his return thrown into intimate contact 
with many people especially with Ellie, Dr. Maurer and Libby. The 
intensity his personality difficulties immediately increases and 
attempts put Libby completely out his life submerging himself 
Maurer and labor education which definitely 
far Carl concerned the whole story woven about his 
conflict with Ellie, his love for and denial Libby, his worship 
Maurer and his attempts inculcate the latter's philosophy. the 
end Carl disillusioned Maurer's fascism and comes the more 
less sane conclusion that can help humanity only gradual indi- 
education within his powers. also decides that his love for 
Libby compatible with his new plan life. That love immediately 
illicit sexual relationships which are regarded normal 
throughout the book. the story ends Carl, taking Libby with him, 
his teaching Connelston where feels can some 


the course the same year Ellie meets Eugene McVeagh, wealthy, 
middle-aged and spiritually jaded businessman who has been attracted 
one her paintings. She repulses his first advances out faith- 
fulness her dead lover but out pity soon gives him her love and 
her body attempt prevent the imminent deterioration and decay 
his personality. However their ideas and their ways life are 

too widely separated and after several months illicit sex 
leaves Ellie seek regeneration marriage young nonentity 
his own world. During her association with Ellie's painting 
Has blossomed into unhealthy brilliance culminating obscenely 
horrible canvas Iphigenia sprawled despair the temple steps 
Aulis. After Eugene has left her she falls into despair matched 
only Carl's state mind induced Maurer's infidelity prin- 
ciple. attempt regain sanity both Ellie and Carl 
summer cabin the mountains. After vainly seeking consolation 
alcohol Ellie attempts suicide but Carl saves her. Both then attain 
some degree normality-Carl described above and Ellie taking 
amore normal interest her painting and other people, should 
noted that both solutions represent retreats from extremist posi- 
tions middle the road attitude, 


The book almost masterpiece its kind and the basis style, 
good writing and vivid portrayal charectzrs well deserves the 1942 
Dial Press Award which won. piece writing well done. 
Style and diction are fluent and natural, characters and incidents, 
though often are finely and the artistry the writ- 
ing undeniable. Unfortunately, however, cannot agree with the 
author's treatment subject which best purely liberal 
humanism and worst atheistic materialism. Her characters are good 
their intentions but evil their actions and false many 
their conclusions. Christianitv said decadent and worthless, 
the principles Marxism are held out the hope the world, 
illicit sex regarded normel and praiseworthy, profanity used 
freely and many obscenities and vulgerities are found. The sum total 
these factors prevents recommendation the book for any class 
reader. 


Gibbs, Philip. The Long Alert. Doubleday, Doran Co., April 
1942. 302p. 


The author, born 1877, the Catholic author family which 
belong Hamilton Gibbs and Cosmo Hamilton, his brothers, and Anthony 
Gibbs, his son. The British Government knighted him 1920 for his 
brilliant journalistic work during the last war. Hence not sur- 
prising that his novel during this war should essentially propa- 
ganda promote American enthisiasm for the present brotherhood 
with the English. The title represents the wait for Hitler's in- 
vasion England after June 1940. 


Canadian officer meets the English, especially his cousins, sees 
them during air raids, falls love with married lady, and 
dies air raid hero. Bernard Ingleby the hero, Badger and Vallare 
are his fellow officers. Vallance French Canadian Catholic who 
Hitler anti-Christ and "this war new for "the liberty 
the human soul." (p.14) him the book 
Connolly who regard this war Holy Crusade. I'm convinced 
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that Hitler literally and actually the (p.3) and de- 
clares that the Russians "may save Christendom." (p.298) Ingleby him- 
self speaks the "call the blood" (p.28) for which has left 
Julia, his American wife, order fight for England. 


All along their route England they are invited teas and cock- 
tails. After they are stationed Thanecroft, Ingleby meets his Lon- 
don cousins, the Markhams, who- are and charming. One 

night takes Rose, twenty, during raid the Holborn Tube Station 
and the unbeatableness the Londoners, Then meets 
Margaret Compton, fine-born young lady with two sons and husband 
Libya. She inspires him arrange entertainment for the privates. 
sees her several times week-platonically, believes. But writes 
Julia, soon have baby, less and less often. Christmas visits 
the All the young people the underground Cafe 
Paris. bomb finds the skylight cousin Rose killed. (The 
scene describing this excellent, 230 ff.) The long alert tel- 
ling the men. Their boredom tending drive them from their 
wives over here English girls over there. Ingleby realizes with 
shock that desperately love with Margeret and 
longer cares for his wife, all. the birth his son gives 
him only misery. tells Margaret his love and surprised that 
she loves him too. (The blindness heroes fiction recognize 
their own others' love forever wondrous!) Though life without 
Margeret offered hone him, both agree after one kiss that 
they must sacrifice their physicel desires duty and honor-that they 
get along the knowledge their mutual love without possessing 
each other. Shortly bomb hits the barn which the privates 
have their and rushes into the fire, pulls 
out gunner already and then dies himself. 


The lest hundred vastly more interesting than the first two 
hundred. There ere stylistic merits-it good only. 


The real underlying purpose the book glorify end promote the 
"union America and England dream come (p.302) English 
brosdmindedness, their "take it," their hospitality are con- 
tinually emphasized. Apparently, Father Connolly and Catholic 
Vallance express most violently the ides, greater Catholic 
enthusiasm for the alliance with Russia sought. importent emo- 
tionel impression that adultery wrong. minor flaw the atti- 
tude that long they don't join physically man women, each 
married someone else, may honorably encourage their love for each 
other (p.287) Yet owes his wife love, 
well fidelity. Nevertheless, while not very worthwhile 
novel, morally for old end 


Susanna Valentine. Second Spring. Harper Bros., April 


unbelievable that the publishers "No Second Spring" are an- 
nouncing this unhappy novel Harper There little 
recommend it. romance possesses attraction; domestic 
comedy runs closer becoming farce; real, hearty humor there 
scarcely any which speak. "find" will probably 


bought, read and highly praised its pseudo-sophistication. 
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The Dudleys, just the story which portrays them, were unhappy 
lot. the whims Helena, the mother, they move from their Sutton 
Place home New York out among Washington, Philadelphia and event- 
ually Parisian society; never ease, never heartily accepted; among 
themselves quarrelsome, unpleasant, dissatisfied family. 


the main this the story Cyntra, the eldest the three 
young debutante during the first World War, when her 
mother's sudden tantrums betake the family Washington, Cyntra falls 
love with married man vears older than herself. Fortunately she 

aroused time and does not succumb the seduction this 
ing 


But this first affair only foretaste the greater tragedy which 
followed upon her ill-fated love for Paul the world and 
himself, Eichenhorn was outstanding violinist; man was sen- 
sual, unscrupulous, mean and base. Time and again deceived Cyntra; 
tried ruin her satiate his venomous desire for revenge. the 
eve her marriage him she learns that married someone else 
that very day. Through Eichenhorn Cyntra had become artist 
her own right even making her debut Carnegie Hall. Rut with his 
final deception she abandons her 


How she suddenly falls love with marries staid and conserva- 
tive New Englander only become social outcast the small town 
Blufftown enters the story almost afterthought the author. 
Because her the husband loses his position vice-president 

the local Though the story ends happy note when gains 
better position New York this still does not compensate for the 
boredom endured during the entire book. 


Perhaps the author familiar with the society which she tries 
diligently portray. her picture the moral code, extramarital 
relations, unfaithfulness, divorce adultery true, then the 
class among which the Dudleys moved certainly pitied. 


wholesome entertainment this reviewer finds difficult recom- 
mend this book any class However will not harm the 
adult who can endure its inanity, see through its shallowness and dis- 
tinguish its distorted moral invlications. 


Wright, Austin Islandia. Farrar Rinehart, Inc. April 
1942. 1013p. 


Islandia first and posthumous novel Austin Wright deal- 
the way life terms final ends and aims. The 
scene the world isolated country Islandia the tip the ant- 
artic subcontinent Karain during the the 20th 
century. 


Harvard during the second year the 2Cth centurv John Lane met 
his first Islandian, man known simply Dorn and through their in- 
timacy became fascinated with Islandian culture and life. Af- 
ter graduation and parting from Dorn, John drifted into business with 
his uncle, Joseph Lang and short time through his uncle's in- 
fluence received appointment the first United States consul 
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‘Islandia. Islandia has history old Europe and throughout the 
has maintained simple agricultural culture and almost com- 


plete isolation from the world. Her people are individualists and be- 
lieve that man's end life maintain environment com- 
pletely natural possible and develop his own emotions and 
ings far possible. They recognize the unit but 
only subservient individuelity. Each individual's duty 
perfect his "alia" place life and carry through his off- 
spring and thus establish the natural peace permanency. This 
their substitute for God and afterlife and for the existence 
which they deny. counterbslance this complete 
tivity there are cusoms, from the experience the ages, 
which govern various life patterns but these customs 
not have the force rules, laws end are enforced 
tolerated onlv insofar necessarry the affairs 
larger groups with regard foreign Education 
practical, there the distribution the means life, 
slevery absent and religion nonexistent. 


When Lang was sent the Mora had concluded 
trial treaty which sllowed foreigners the country but trading 
concessions. This wes come for vote after 
trial period end job wes prepsre way for the business- 
men enter when the wns ratified put permenent 
sis. spends some months journeying through and meeting 
various people among them Dorna, the sister his friend, with whom 
fells violently love. first Lang favor ending 
Islandian isolstion ond bringing modern ways life but even 
profoundly attracted their wey life. Dorna pertway 
love with Lang but, fearful that their will not denies 
him and marries King Tor. his interest deepened Lang 
neglected consulate business was just before the meeting 
the council which vote the tresty. The council 
rejects the tresty and Lang must within the year. 
visits the Hyth's and love with with whom 
sexual reletions. Recognizing his love merely sex attraction, Nat- 
tana breaks off the and Leng joins border 
protecting the passes German reids mountain Bants. 
risk his own life werns the neighborhood thus 
ing the lives Dorna and Nattana and becoming the hero the coun- 
try. return for this granted permanent plece Islandia 
but recognizing his love for that life wishes prove re- 
turning and testing the American way. For works for his 
uncle Joseph and becomes successful During this time 
re-encounters young Gladys Hunter with whom corresponded 
during his Islandian decides that Islendia his 
natural environment and secrifices his business success return. 
the way proposes via cable end she following him 
Lang settles into the life but Gladys 
nature and both are 


Over-exnlanatory and repetitious. does, however, 
Sensible attitude equel interests, sim 
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wrong. Its philosophy life purely naturalistic and excludes 
God entirely and completely. this error pointed out the book 
can recommended for adults only. 


Goudge, Elizabeth. The Castle the Hill. Coward-McCann, May 
1942. 


life anc forcing them determine the position they must take and 
the role they must play. The scene London and the West Country and 
the time shortly after Dunkerque when German bombs were shattering 


rewelding the lives Britons. 


The are old English family going back the Norman con- 
quest and living the the Hill from which they had been 
driven away several occasions but which they had always re- 
turned the root and essence English life. Late the story the 
Castle bombed and furnishes the situation for the final 
all problems. 


Her coastal boardinghouse bombed and niche life gone, pretty, 
competent, inarticulate and fortyish Miss Brown completely lost. 
She given new faith the Jewish street musician 

and the knowledge that his music still capable helping others 
prevents the musician, Isaacson, from committing suicide. 
series fortuitous but interlocking accidents Issacson, Miss Brown 
and two evacuee the Baxters are all thrown to- 
the West Country town Miss Brown becomes house- 
keeper for the Birlevs, Charles, historian, and his two greatnephew, 
Richard, pilot and Stephen, pacifist. Also 
brought into the story are Boulder, Cnaries servant and Pru- 
nella Maxwell love with Richard but loved both. 


The story woven about attempts all conquer the fear and 
uncertainty which beset them with regard invasion and the part 
they should plsy before and after the war. fear easily 
conquered all but mental and spiritual confusions are solved with 
more difficulty. Richard discovers thet not only fighting for 
excitement but for better way life for the underprivileged. Just 
has defined his love for Prunella and written her asking 
marriage killed combat but Prunella retrieve her 
life aiding Stephen. Stephen keeps his pacifism but able 
chieve stability and union with others working rescue squad 
bomb-torn London and with the hope helping rebuild England 
after the war. Charles Birlev finds himself spite losing 
home, possessions and the bombing the Castle and re- 
compose himself denth. Miss Brown overcomes her fear 


not being needed and devotes herself caring for Isaacson, whom 


She and the Baxter children killed. 


The book one quiet cournge adjustment based 


the unity and humenity. There nothine definitely 


Spectacular but can r2commended for 
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Castle the Hill another story England war and at- 
show how wartime stresses are revitalizing remolding 
the Enelish families, invading their conservative withdrawal from 


Walpole, Hugh. The Killer and the Slain. Doran, May 
1942. 


The theme dual personalities, powers habits good and evil 
existing together within one person not new. The classic portraval 
was, and still is, Stevenson's Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Walpole's 
latest novel interesting and well-written variant. 


John Ozias Talbot was the reserved, introverted son art dealer 
James Oliphant Tunstall, with whom grew up, was decidedly ex- 
trovert. school Jimmy took pleasure forcing himself upon John, 
whom called name peculiarly displeasing John. Later 
John became art dealer and novelist; Jimmy, successful painter 
and comparatively rich man. The latter returned from city life 
live John's native village, plague him with his companionship, 


show John the “other side life," such the extra-marital sen- 


sual joys experienced with blonde Bella Scorfield. Jimmy began 
show some interest Eve, John's wife, and his advances seemed 
returned. John became jealous. Aided the Jim's noc- 
turnal visits Bella, laid wait and pushed him over the cliff 
into the sea. 


Immediately felt more carefree, more friendly others, better 
able handle situations. Soon perceived that spirit had 
entered into his own body. Day Day his habits, even his physical 
appearance, and John Talbot merged into second 
Jimmy Tunstall, who turn persecute introvert, this 

time the brother Tunstall's wife; drink excess; meet Bella; 
pick women London; delieht painting, which Talbot 
had never done before, and show obscene paintings his son. 
was though the body John Talbot had been invaded the evil 
forces that had been imprisoned the body Tunstall and were 
released his death. John became worse and from stage 
mild persecution point where intended shoot and kill every- 
one who showed distaste 


Only one person, Jimmy's wife, Leila, showed anv real love toward John 
trving convince him that there are real forces evil work 
persons and that with our free will and 
God for help. Finally, John came kill Richard. Leila prayed 
battled spiritually with the evil spirit John, who then turned the 
gun himself and died. 


first glance the solution suicide regrettable but gradually 
power the evil spirit John. More the in- 
plication that the spirit evil which passed from Jimmy John was 
almost irresistible. This implication more than Leila's 
faith prayer. John hed hed such faith, the evil spirit would not 
have complete control. This novel recommended those adults 
who like psychological story built around forces good and evil 
with more ection then the French variety exemplified such writers 
Bernanos and Mauriec. 


Neumann, Alfred. The Friends the People. The Macmillan Co., 
May 12, 1942. 386p. 


Paris, 1870-71, was city martyrdom, beleaguared, crushed en- 
emies from without, torn, rent asunder and bled radical foes from 
within. All the fury, famine and hardship suffered the besieged 
city during terrible painted with such stark realism 

The Friends the People that one almost made feel and live 
through the suffering Similar defeated Paris our own day. 


September 1870, two days after his forces went down humiliat- 
ing defeat Sedan, the regime Napoleon III was overthrown and 

the newly proclaimed "Government National Defense" prepared the 
city Paris inevitable siege. For five bitter months 
the new republic fought desperately and furiously against the over- 
whelming forces which had destroyed the five weeks. Driven 


starvation the Parisians surrendered January, 1871. 


Within the following month the National Assembly, convoked 
had elected Thiers "Head the Executive and arrangements for 
the negotiated peace, eventually concluded May 10th, were set 
motion. 


However with the convening the Assembly the misfortunes that 
unfortunate vear were not yet The new Assembly was monar- 
chist and bourgeois spirit and the radical elements the Parisian 
populace repudiated its authority. While the foreign foe watched 
there followed second siege Paris which the defenders the 
Commune, the radical city government was called, massacred their 
hostages, set afire and pillaged buildings. Finally they were 
pressed after days street fighting the troops. 


Vividly and dramatically set against this background come face 
face with the familiar figures that day. There Rochefort, and 
Gambetta, Blanqui and Clemenceau, all them definitely real, 
planning, conniving, arousing the populace, trusting and untrusting 
friend and foe alike. Side side with these moves the strange and 
sinister personality the poet, Verlaine, whose inebriated moments 
oddly betray the lofty thoughts his beautiful rhymes. 


add the realism his story, through the maze historical 
fact Neumann has skillfully interwoven the pathetic story Pierre's 
dream-like love for Leonie, woman twice his age. Pierre really 
the haro the story, still child, only that fateful Sunday 
when tore down the royal shield from the stationer's shop. 
aligns himself with the radical element, sincere but ignorant, unaware 
the seething caldron into which tossing himself. But his 
idyllic love for Leonie, who treats him the child really is, 
shuts off his mind's eve from all reality. How tries remain 
faithful her and the same time true his cause built 
climax when she allowed escepe and killed 
the street fighting those last days. 


The Friends the People worthwhile book, one that can pro- 
fitably read everyone interested the internal affairs the 
nations the world today. not plain monotonous 
historical facts and dates; story, and intensely human 
that has lesson tell. And thst lesson without 
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becoming has suspense, pathos and appeal all the 
emotions. This book endorsed for all classes readers although 
the weightiness its subject matter may put little beyond the 
scope high school students. 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB-APRIL SELECTION 


Bonn, John Louis, S.J. And Down the Days. Macmillan Co., 1942. 
306p. $2.50 


From the slums great wealth and high place society, from the 
position Maria Monk's daughter that fervent convert and 
friend the influential Catholic Fiscount Dominique Laferriere 
was the path Elsa ("Lizzie") St. John Eckel. Her life was divided 
into three sharp stages. the first see her living with her 
father and mother, later adopted Methodists and finally starting 
work. The second part that society woman Paris about 
the time our Civil War, while the third follows her conversion 
Christmas 1867, and includes her return America, the building 
small church and, finally, complete poverty again after di- 
sastrous fire. Throughout the story emphasized the strength her 
will, which coupled with superior intelligence, enabled Mrs. Eckel 
attain the worldly goal she had set for herself. The one thing 

she could not anticipate, the death the American ambassador her 
apartment one night, turned out critical her life. Soon after 
she came contact with the Viscount Laferriere, who stands out 
most sharply Catholic gentleman and the person most respon- 
sible for the conversion Maria Monk's daughter. 


Father Bonn has great gift dramatizing his scenes, cutting 
out minor details and highlighting the major Any one who com- 
pletes the marvelous opening chapter will stay the end and will 
amply rewarded for the style beautiful and his subject appeal- 
ing. And Down the Days highly recommended for all readers 
above the high school age. 


Werfel, Franz. The Bernadette. Translated Ludwig Lewisom 
The Viking Press, May 12, 1942. 575p. 

Bernadette Soubirous has frequently been the subject modern biog- 
raphy, the facts her unique role the miracle still living 

Lourdes are known believers and unbelievers throughout the 
world. exhaustive searching, begun during her lifetime and resumed 
intermittently, has stimulated among the masses the wonderment first 
evoked the mystical experiences this humble peasant girl the 
grotto Massabielle; and has, canonical decree, established be- 
yond doubt her place among the heroines the Church. Franz Werfel 
first became conscious the significance the history Lourdes 
when had perforce sought refuge that city after the collapse 
France. His novel the fulfillment promise made conditional 
upon his escape from the enemy. 


The Song Bernadette faithful historical fact, but the nov- 
unhampered the limits objectivity which restrain the 
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writer biography, delves into the feelings and emotions his 
characters, and experiences are re-lived rather than recounted. And 
so, from the records the apparitions woven very human story 
the joys and sorrows the young girl favored grace; the 
reaction Church and state any miraculous intervention the 
natural order things; and the fickleness mob, prone 
ridicule defend. 


The author very subtly examines the examiners Bernadette: the ec- 
clesiastical authorities,at first suspicious fraud and throughout 
deliberately cautious assuming responsibility, fearful lest 
blunder enkindle the smouldering fires heresy; the politicians, 
anxious stifle any uprising among the poor working people that 
might threaten their own security; the scientists, who stepped for- 
ward pass judgment obviously pathological case, and who were 
loss explain the phenomena when science had failed; the skep- 
tic, intolerant science and religion, who attributed the whole il- 
lusion mob ignorance; the family and friends, confused and op- 
pressed the suspicion and distrust the authorities and the adu- 
lation aroused among the people; the teacher, certain that 
visionary among family housed the Cachot must imposter 
scorned and ridiculed out such brazen deception. 


All are revealed their earthly wisdom and prudence, losing their 
own balance the extremity their judgments the one" 
who simplicity and unswerving faith received and accepted the 
revelation the Virgin, and tenaciously defended her "Lady" against 
opposition increasingly bitter and threatening. 


More subtly still, the author reveals the mysticism Bernadette who 
apparently was not considered mystic. From her first thought 
"Jesus and Mary" beholding the apparition for the first tims 
dette experienced the rapture contemplation and the ensuing deso- 
lation separation which were follow her throughout her life. 

The jealously guarded "secrets" which the Lady had confided her, 
her complete detachment, and the silent suffering with which she an- 
swered the call are all apparent testimony her 
spiritual growth. 


The profundity the miracle spiritual healing, which defied the 
chemical analysis the waters Lourdes, felt not only the 
cures those who came with faith the grotto, but also the 
conversion those who had tried from the first quell the spirit 
Bernadette; from the confirmed skeptic who acknowledged the folly 
pride, the opportunist mayor who relinquished his dreams 
fashionable and profitable health resort, and state 
the dedication the shrine felt, too, around the 
deathbed Bernadette, the humble admission Sister Marie 
Therese, the sanctity the young girl she had cruelly mis- 
understood the classroom. But who never doubts the inher- 
ent goodness people, describes this purgation not conversion 
but reversion faith. "For faith not the function the 
soul. the soul itself its last nakedness." 


Throughout, much more has been written into the story than can 
captured review. Having such deep undertones, the book styled 
for the adult reader, though may read with profit 
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Editors Note 


Although past issues BEST SELLERS have not been copy- 
righted the editors reserve the right grant permission 
for reprinting our reviews and the recommendations 

particular books. During the past few weeks have 
noted two instances which our was used 
without permission. Legally there redress but morally 
think that our rights have been violated. 


The Editors 
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